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We had an 
incredible 
time 
celebrating 
Trunk or Treat 
with 900 of 
our closest 
friends! Thank 
you to all the 
volunteers, 
creative 
trunks, 
staff, and 
community 
members 
who made 
this night 

such a joyful celebration of fun, fellowship, and fall! 
Congratulations to Jessica Phillips and Michelle Wright 
for winning best trunk!

This year, we 
are observing 
a theme of 
“All Earth 
is Waiting” 
during the 
Advent 
season, 

which will explore the world’s longing for redemption, 
salvation, and transformation. We will look back to the 
story of the incarnation and look forward to the coming 
of the kingdom of heaven, when the will of God will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. We’ve created an Advent 
Devotional Booklet to help you on your journey! Booklets 
are available now. You can pick one up at the Welcome 
desk, outside Wesley Hall, the PHUMC App, or call 501-
664-3600 and we will mail you one! You can also get the 
daily Advent devotionals sent directly to your inbox by 
signing up at phumc.com/christmas.



2026 PHUMC LEADERSHIP LIST
These members have been nominated and accepted to lead the life of Pulaski 
Heights United Methodist Church. They help guide the vision, ministries, and 
day-to-day direction of our congregation, and are equipped to visit with you 

about how our church leads and serves together. 

In the printed version of the Tower we included a full list of the 2026 church 
leadership that includes names and emails. If you would like a copy of this 

Leadership List, email Michael McMurray at mmcmurray@phumc.com and I 
will send you a copy.



Christmas 
poinsettias ‘in 
honor of’ or ‘in 
memory of’ a 
loved one are 
available for $20 
each beginning 
October 26th. 
They will be placed 
in the sanctuary 
during Advent and 
may be picked up 
after the 11:00PM 
Christmas Eve 
service or from 

the church on Dec. 29-31. Orders will close on December 
14th and will be listed in the December 21st bulletin as 
well as the January Tower Newsletter. You can purchase 
them by going to phumc.com/poinsettia, calling the 
church office at 501-664-3600, or filling out the Poinsettia 
Form at the Welcome desk! Contact Theresa Smith at 
tsmith@phumc.com with any questions.

We are so excited to announce that 
we are hosting the Hendrix College 
Choir Candlelight Carol Service on 
Thursday, December 18 at 7:30PM in 
the Sanctuary! 



PHUMC FOUNDATION GIFTS 
The following gifts were received for the following endowments: 
Barnwell Holloway Medical Studies Scholarship, Beard Stephen 
Ministry, Borchard Family, Centennial Preservation, Ceile Erwin 
Faulkner Helping Hands, Betty Glasscock Landscape, Hunter 
Bible, H. Maurice and Elizabeth Stockley Mitchell, John and 
Kathy Roberts, Michael R. Smith Family, Villines Family, and the 
glory of God.. 

Memorials 
Jeanie Brown by Susan and Robert Dunn and PHUMC Tower 
Class
Martha Culp by Anonymous
Harriett Franks by Wally and Julie Allen and PHUMC Tower 
Class
Marshall Gazette by John and Sylvia Borchert
Dewey Glasscock by Jerry and Vera Bowie, Louann Boyd, Anne 
and Michael Brumfield, Cindy and Kevin Burns, Emily and Jim 
Burrow, Martha and Ron Clark, Daryl Coker, Judy Dautenhahn, 
Donna Duerr, Misty and Drake Hawkins, Carolyn and Richard 
Johnson, Betty Gene and Richard Mann, Jim Morse, Billie 
and Skip Rutherford, Roselyn and Jack Stanley, John and Joy 
White, Paul and Dorothy Young, PHUMC Roundtable Class, and 
Anonymous
Greer Grace by Anonymous	
Patricia Hillis by Anonymous
Mary Hoffman by Jim Morse
William Howe by PHUMC Tower Class
Ron Laudner Jr. by Betty Gene and Richard Mann
George McLeod by John and Sylvia Borchert and Richard 
Upton
Mack Moore by John and Sylvia Borchert and Barbara, Jimmy, 
Amy, Brian and Jessica Lasley	
Bill Nichols by JD and Kathy Ashley, Lee and Robin Brown, 
Jan Brown, Cindy and Kevin Burns, Mike and Cindy Cole, Skip 
Ebel, Annadell and Fred Fowler, Judy McLaughlin, Joe Mowery, 
Freddie and Aubrey Nixon, Carole Provin, Drs. Charles and Jan 
Sullivan, Beverly and Wendell Watts, Friday, Eldredge & Clark, 
LLP, PHUMC Koinonia Dialogue Class, Colliers Arkansas, Inc., 
Stephens Inc., VCC and Family, and Anonymous	
Marylee Robinson by Judy and Don Adams, Bitsi Bonner, 
Sunny and Bo Hawk, Betty Gene and Richard Mann, Drs. 
Charles and Jan Sullivan, Courtney and Kim Swindler, and 
Anonymous 
Kirk Simpkins by Anonymous
Patty Smith by Judy and Don Adams, John and Sylvia 
Borchert, Lee and Robin Brown, Sunny and Bo Hawk, Carol 
Hodges, Barbara Hoover, John Hunt, Mack and Donna McLarty, 
Beth and Betsy Meacham, Sheila Mehaffy, Mary Lynn and 
Edward Nelson, Edith Osleber, Robin Smith, Drs. Charles and 
Jan Sullivan, Pat and Bill Tedford, Charles and Cappy Whiteside, 
Foundation Resource Management, Inc., and Anonymous	
Tom Spradley by Susan and Robert Dunn
Carolyn Stiles by Karen Barnwell, Bo and Sunny Hawk, and 
Ann and Charles Rye
Gene Wilbourn by Susan and Robert Dunn and PHUMC Tower 
Class

Honoraria
The 100th Birthday of the late Maurice Mitchell by Billie 
and Skip Rutherford
Bev Villines’ Birthday by Marsha and Jim Allbritton, Patti 
Jackson, Janie Lowe, Virginia and Mike Porta, Megan Rugg, 
Billie and Skip Rutherford, Jennifer and Mike Shannon, Theresa 
Smith, and Yui Teruya
Recent Baptisms by Bev Villines

New Members
Nathan and Ava Bigham, Jens, Sarah, and Hailey Boyd, 
Scott Brook, Jim and Lee Ann Browne, Ryan and Libbi 
Calloway, Jo Greenlee, Dick and Penni Jacobs, James 
McCormack, Jack Mikeska, and Emily Rockwell by 
Anonymous 
 
Baptisms
Savannah Dudley and Mateo Joseph Sanchez-Hobbs by 
Anonymous

Dear Congregation, We are thrilled to share that two 
literacy-focused organizations—Reading Services of 
Arkansas and the Pulaski County Imagination Library—
are now using office and program space in our Norma 
Story Building during the week.

Reading Services of Arkansas provides one-on-one literacy 
instruction and intervention for children, with a special 
focus on those in the foster care system. Their dedicated 
tutors work to build confidence, strengthen reading skills, 
and open doors to a brighter educational future for every 
child they serve. Pulaski County Imagination Library, part 
of Dolly Parton’s national literacy initiative, helps create a 
lifelong love of reading by providing free, age-appropriate 
books each month to children from birth to five. By 
nurturing early literacy, the program prepares children for 
school and inspires them to dream more, learn more, and 
care more.

We’re proud that the Norma Story Building can serve as a 
home base for these two organizations as they carry out 
their vital missions. Their presence embodies what it means 
for our church to be a resource to the wider community—
sharing space so that every child has the opportunity to 
discover the joy of reading.

-Rev. Katye Chambers, Pastor of Missions, Justice, and 
Emerging Ministries

This year, we collected over 900  
pairs of socks for Socktoberfest! 
These socks will be distributed 
to many of our ministry partners 
throughout the holiday and 
Winter seasons.
We want to thank everyone 
who donated socks and helped 
contribute to this great mission!

Thanks to your generosity, our 
Diaper Bank partnered with 
KATV and Edwards for the Spirit 
of Arkansas Diaper Drive—and 
together, we collected 117,261 
diapers for children and families 

across our community! Each diaper represents comfort, 
care, and hope for parents who might otherwise have to 
choose between diapers and other basic needs. PHUMC 
continue to be a place where compassion meets action—
one diaper, one family, one life at a time. 

Our PHYouth spent last 
month at Refuge 2025, joining 
United Methodist youth from 
across Arkansas for worship, 
fellowship, and fun!
From powerful worship and 
small group time to prayer 
stations and late-night 
laughter, our students grew 
closer to God and to one 

another. We’re grateful for our leaders and volunteers for 
making this wonderful weekend possible.



Thank you for subscribing to our online Tower 
Newsletter. If you’d like a paper copy for any reason, 
contact Michael McMurray at 501-978-0524
mmcmurray@phumc.com.

Contact Information
phumc.com • (501) 664-3600 

phumc@phumc.com

Church Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday, 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Friday, 8:30 a.m. - Noon

JOYS AND CONCERNS

phumc.com/facebook

phumc.com/youtube

Visit us at phumc.com

OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY IS 
EXTENDED to the family and friends of 
Mary Hoffman in her recent death; to the 
family and friends of Mattie Upton in her 
recent death; to Gabriel and Will Bond, 
Cy, Elliott, and Marlee in the death of their 
father, father-in-law and grandfather, Jim 
Allen Wood; to Paul Bash in the recent 
death of his partner, Tony Owens; to the 
family and friends of Sam Stiles in his recent 
death; to the family and friends of Lauren 
Agar in her recent death; and to Dee Dietz 
and family in the death of his aunt, Kay 
Dietz. and to Laura and Mark Spradley, 
Ples, Ty and Victoria in the death of their 
mother, mother-in-law, and grandmother, 
Marian Huggins.

OUR CONGRATULATIONS to Mary 
Claire Patton and Marcus Counts on 
their recent marriage; to Parker Gunn and 
Lawson Tiffee on their recent marriage.

WE CELEBRATE THE BAPTISM of 
Caleb Card, child of Camella and Courtney 
Card; and of Marigold Woodard, child of 
Kent and Sarah Woodard.

WE WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
Michelle Wright; Justin Seale & Sarah Beth 
Holcomb; and Julie Talley and Alex Talley; 
and Virginia Jones.

Help PHUMC meet our budget by 
Christmas Eve!  Here are all the ways 
you can give to the ministries of the 
church. 
•	 Cash or check mailed or dropped 

off at 4823 Woodlawn Dr. Little 
Rock, AR 72205

•	 Online: phumc.com/give 
•	 Download and give through the 

PHUMC App (phumc.com/app)
•	 Bank draft (phumc.com/eft)
•	 Text GIVEPHUMC to 1-888-364-

4483
•	 Qualified Charitable Distribution 

from your IRA
•	 Stock gift. Call Megan Rugg 

at 501-978-0502 if you have 
questions.

You can see what all our church has 
accomplished by going to phumc.
com/byg and reading our Because 
You Give Year in Review.

We had such a great time at our 
Veteran’s Luncheon in November. 
Thank you to Maj. Brandon 
Mazander for speaking with us. We 
are so proud and grateful for all of 
our veterans in our congregation.


